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PRIVATE FIRMS ASSUME MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY 
OVER SEVERAL UM BUILDINGS
MISSOULA--
Total maintenance r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  the  th re e  newest bu ild ings  on the  U niversity  of  
Montana campus has been assumed by p r iv a te  firms on a co n trac t  b a s is ,  according to  J .  A. 
Parker, d i r e c to r  o f  U niversity  F a c i l i t i e s .
"Due to  an increased workload with the ad d it io n  o f  the new L ibrary , Science Complex 
and F ie ld  House ad d it io n , and a reduction  in s t a f f  because o f  budget l im i t a t io n s ,  we have 
concluded i t  may be economically advantageous to  co n trac t  the  work done," Parker s a id .
"We experimented with the  idea l a s t  year when we had a loca l cu s to d ia l  firm se rv ice  
several o f  the  bu ild ings  on campus and found th a t  about the  same q u a l i ty  of se rv ice  could 
be maintained at a savings in c o s t , "  Parker added.
A program o f  weekly inspec tions  under the  d i re c t io n  o f  James Gordon, UM Physical 
Plant mechanical eng ineer, i s  being e s ta b lish e d  to  insure  q u a l i ty  con tro l and provide 
close superv is ion .
Certain  o ther  maintenance work has been done in the  past on a b id  b a s is ,  including  
a i r  conditioning  and r e f r ig e r a t io n  r e p a i r s ,  mechanical and e l e c t r i c a l  work and cu s to d ia l  
se rv ices .
Garbage d isp o sa l ,  laundry and e lev a to r  se rv ice  a lso  has been con trac ted  for a number 
o f  y ea rs ,  Parker sa id .
Both loca l  and n a t io n a l  firms were involved in the maintenance c o n tra c ts ,  and in 




’’The change in  opera tions  did  not r e s u l t  in any la y o ffs  in our s t a f f  and a t the  
same time c rea ted  some jobs fo r  a rea  r e s i d e n t s , ” Parker noted*
The reduction  in s t a f f  experienced by the UM Physical P lant came through normal 
a t t r i t i o n  in re s ig n a tio n s  and re t ire m e n ts .
The t o t a l  maintenance of the th ree  b u i ld in g s ,  which began Ju ly  1, w il l  include day- 
to-day cleaning and re p a irs  but does not include any new co n s tru c t io n  o r  remodeling.
"We a n t ic ip a te  there  may be some d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  making the  t r a n s i t i o n  from the old 
system to  the  new, but we hope to keep any problems to  a minimum and have asked th a t  the 
various departments loca ted  in the  b u ild in g s  advise us i f  th e re  i s  anything being over­
looked,” Parker sa id .
"We w il l  be co n s ta n tly  ev a lu a tin g  the  new system to  determine the  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  
the  program and the savings in c o s t , ” Parker exp la ined , adding th a t  the  change would be 
on a t r i a l  b a s is  u n t i l  a f u l l  eva lua tion  has been completed.
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